THRB 
Lord Bisnor of CARL 1SLE'S 
Preached before the Right Honourable the 


Hovust of LoRDs, 


On Wedneſday, Fanuary 30, 1765. 


Die Jovis, g1* Januarii, 1765. 
Ordered, | U 
Y the Loxps Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled; That the Thanks 


of this Houſe be and are hereby given, to the 
Lord Biſhop of Carlife, for the Sermon by him 
preached before this Houſe Yeſterday, in the 
Abbey Church, Ye/ftminſter ; and he is hereby 
deſired to cauſe the ſame to be forthwith Printed 
and Publiſhed, | 


ASHLEY COWPER, 
\ Cler, Parliamentor, 


Preached before the 


LORDS Spiritual and Temporal, 
IN THE 


ABBEY CHURCH of Weſtminſter, 


On Wedneſday, January 30, 1765. 


BEING 


The Day appointed to be obſerved as the Day of 
ber Keg CHARLES I, 


"IF RFT. 
By CHARLES Lord a, of CARLISLE. 
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Sr. Luxk li, 14. 


Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth 
peace, R= will towards men. 


INH Es E Fs which from the 
' . mouths of angels firſt declared 
to mankind our Saviour's birth, 
contain likewiſe the true ſpirit of that 
holy religion he came to teach. And it 


was a l from that ſpirit, which 
produced all the evils we commemorate 


on this day. 80 mis- guided were the 
minds, and ſo alienated from the temper 
of the Chriſtian religion were the hearts 
of many of our anceſtors in thoſe un- 
happy -times, that they imagined they 

were advancing the hos 5-6 of God, by Je: 
ſtroying peace upon earth; and extin- 
guiſhing in their bofoms all good will 
to men. Sorry I am to * (but yet 
truth compels me to ſay it) that this per- 


not B verſe 


(6 J 


verſe oppoſition to the heayenly bene 


diction contained in my text, firſt took 
its riſe from the uncharitable and perſe- 
cuting ſpirit of ſome af ↄᷣur n clergy. 
Reſentment againſt the ſeverity, with 
which Prelates, too zealous for watters 
of little importance, and too forgetful of 
that benevolence which is the vital ſoul 
of Chriſtianity, had treated thoſe who 
differed from them, 'raiſed in many of 
our countrymen an irreconcileable hatred 
to the church of England, ' which never 
reſted till it had 'wholly deſtroyed that 
church, and with'it, the monarchy and 
the peerage. Yet it muſt likewiſe be 
owned, that ſome of thoſe ſectaries, whom 
mild exhortations might have ſoftened, but 
angry rigour inflamed, had given much 
provocation by a ſour uncharitable tem- 
per, and bigotted zeal about trifles; the 
aſperity 'of which ſeemed to ſeek occa- 
ſions of contention. But it was not only 
the heat and rancour of our religious 
diſſentions, which brought on that diſmal 
ſcene of anarchy and confuſion---the 
rage of civil diſcord was likewiſe fo —_ 
nt 


[7 1 
lent and implacable, that on either fide 
allendeavours of the beſt and wiſeſt men, 
do reſtore peace and bring the nation to 
any tolerable ſettlement, were vain and 
uſeleſs. It is, I apprehend, the duty of 


a preacher on this ſolemn occaſion, to 


remind you of that complication of the 
moſt intolerable evils, which then afffict- 
edi this country. When the ſpirit of 
_=_ was departed,” all other bleſſings 
with it: the kingdom not only 
3 ſcene of blood, but ſubject- 
ed to tyranny, to fanaticiſm, deſpoiled 
of all its antient orders, of its nobility, 
of its legal and limited monarchy, of its 
laws tranſmitted down for many genera- 
tibns, of its liberty itſelf ; that liberty 
which, in the beginning of this unhappy 
civil war, many good men had fought 
to ſave from dangers they thought alarm- 
ing z but which in the event and iſſue of 
it, was wholly ſubverted by thoſe who 
had acted Kr moſt violence againſt the 
crown. But God forbid, that i in ſetting 
before. you this melancholy picture, I 
ſhould — to revive any of thoſe ani- 
bes B 2 moſities 


[87 
moſities which at that time divided the 


nation, and were the immediate cauſes 
of all: thoſe dreadful: calamities. No- 


Pf, cix. 6. 


Epheſ. xxi.3i. 


quite the contrary I deſire, and conceive 


it to be the great buſineſs of this day, to 


promote a ſpirit of charity, of concord, 
of love, and to inculcate the deſire of 
giving glory to God by peace and good 


will to man: otherwiſe our aſſembling 


on this occaſion would be an act of conten- 
tion, not piety, and our prayer would be 


turned into ſin. The holy apoſtle directs 


us to put away from among us all bitter- 
neſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and. evil ſpeaking, with all malice. It is 
much to be wi cd, that all who preach 
on this day, and all who hear, would be 
attentive to, and obedient to this precept. 


And, indeed, if the ſame candour and 


Chriſtian moderation, which now prevails 


in this iſland, with regard to any diffe- 


rences or diſputes i in religion, between us 
and our Proteſtant brethren, can but alſo 
prevail in civil matters, we ſhall enjoy the 
tull happineſs of that. evangelical- ſtate, 
which the” bleſſed _ of heaven an- 


n 2 nounced 


1 ] 
nounced and wiſhed to mankind, on the 
birth of our Saviour. Let us therefore do 
our utmoſt, every man in his own ſtation, 
to make it prevail. Let us remember, 
that the wiſth mn that it from above is 2 Jam. i, 17. 
| Pure, then peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be 


CY ow 2 * 1 good fruit. 


How great a portion of this wiſdom our 
gracious ſovereign has received from him, 
who is the giver of all good gifts, I need 
not ſay! May it alſo be infuſed into the 
hearts of his people, into all orders and 
ranks of men, in the ample extent of his 
dominions. May the three | kingdoms, 

may the colonies, be all bound together 
in the golden chain of concord, and mu- 
tual love May all animoſities, all ground- 
leſs jealouſies, all local diſtinctions, all 
party ſpirit, all malice, all hatred, all en- 
vyings, all revilings, ceaſe; and yield to 
the ſweet influences of univerſal benero- 
_; and true e * 


How nabe tick are thoſe * * our 
bleſſed Lord to Jeruſalem, when full ns 
the 


'S 
4 | * 
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the tendqͤereſt affection and . ee 

St. Matt. xxiii. he cried. out, 0 alen, 
od 9 2 —— 
| thy. children : together, . even at a ben ga- 
thereth: her chickens under ber wings, and 
ye would. nat. Ne then' foreſaw: thoſe ſad 
Lifſeinionh; and that fury of civil-difcordz 
which afterwards rent that nation, he 
would: have g together, into vari- 
ous factions and parties; adverſe, hoſtile; 
and implacable the one to the other 
er Luke xix. And wben b was come near, he bebelu 
e the City, and wept ober itz Jaying;" If 

thou hadft known, even thou,” at leaſt in 

this thy day, the things which bs 
2 Peace, bur Books 3 thy 
Well might all — been ap- 
Nad. in the diſtracted times we are now 
commemorating to our city and nation. 
The gracious call of our Lord Jeſus to 
brotherly love and godly unity, was flight⸗ 
ed and deſpiſed: inſtead of gathering our- 
ſelves together under his wing, and ſeek- 
ing there a protection from the manifold 
dangers impending over our church and 

_ we ſeparated from each other, we 
3 ſepa- 


(= 3 


up to the evil ſpirits of eontention and 


diſcord. The conſequence, indeed, was 


not fo terrible as it was to Jeruſalem, be- 
cauſe our national wickedneſs was not ſo 
great, nor were the hearts of our people ſo 
obſtinately hard and impenitent; . yet 


we ſuffered ſuch evils, as a good Engliſh- | 


man even now muſt tremble and ſhudder 
to think of. The beſt blood in the na- 


tion was either ſhed in the field, or poured ' 


out onthe ſcaffold : even the royal blood 
was not ſpared: the axe was ſtained with 
it, by the ſentence of a mock court of juſ- 
. tice, compoſed of men who, by the de- 
ſtruction of the whole emftieatioa, had 
uſurped an illegal and deſpotic authority 
over King, Lords, and Commons. What 
a dreadful example is this of the miſchiefs 
ariſing from internal diſſentions ! What 
a warning to us, who by the great mer- 
cy of God, have recovered from the ca- 
lamities which thoſe- evil times brought 
upon- us; to whom. repeated deliverances 
Have: reſtored our eccleſiaſtical and civil 
| c, rights; 3 


E. an } 
riglits; have reſtored order, government, 
liberty, and tranquility. © What a warn 
ing, I -ſay,' does the memory of theſe 
tranſactions now give to us, that weſhould 
do all in our power to avoid the like for 
St. Luke xix. the future; and know at leaſt in this our 
* * the e 1 belong to our e. | 


What then is it that will hats ſe⸗ 

cure us from them? 1 anſwer, the ſpirit 
st. John xiii. Of genuine Chriſtianity.” By tbis, ſays 
ed Chriſt, ball all men — that ye are my. 
diſciples, if ye have love one to another. 
This will effectually prevent the growth 

and encreaſe of all diviſions, all factions, 
all heart-burnings among us. This will 
ſuppreſs and extinguiſh the wicked ſpirit 
of libelling, which may elſe break through 
all reſtraints of order and government; 
bring all magiſtracy and all law into con- 
tempt with the vulgar ; and finally ruin 
that-liberty, which it falſely pretends to 
ſupport. This will ſecure to us all pri- 

| vate and public rights; for love, ſays 
Rom. xiii. 10. Our bleſſed Saviour, wor leth no ill to 5 


11 | neigh- 


[as 1 


weighbour, much lefs to whole commu- 
nities, and to civil ſoeiety. Without this, 
neither our publick nor domeſtick peace 
can be ſafe. They who are not afraid 
to deſpiſe eg and ſpeak evil of dig- Ep. Jude, 8 
nities, will ſpare no private family which 
may happen to be the object of their ma- 
lice. Defamation and calumny will pro- 
ceed from man to man, from houſe to 
houſe, till they have ſet every man's 
hand againſt his brother, and filled the 
land wich all the horrors of e re- 
Wage and. civil bloodſhed. 


When ah. bonds of ſatiety: are thus 
broken, confuſion, anarchy, and diſtrac- 
tion muſt quickly follow. "Diit the ſpirit 
of love and Chriſtian, charity, ſtops the 
progreſs of theſe furies. It is like a guar- 
dian angel,. appointed to watch over and 
guard. the peace of families, the peace 
of | nations. It is always accompanied 
with reſpe& to order and government; 
with a conſcientious and reverential obe- 
dience to magiſtrates, and all lawful au- 
thority. Where this is wanting, the leaſt 
i oP C ſpark 


[4] 
FO OM Eels the people is raiſed 
to a dangerous flame: the leaft error in 
government (and the wiſeſt ments 
have ſome errors) is exaggerated to a cauſe 
of publick diſaffection. -Ditheultics and 
misfortunes, which a ſtate may inevita- 
bly labour N are macs faults in 
the rulers, grievances to the e. 
If there are anyreal ces, pope 
dreſs of them is not ſought by proper le- 
gal methods, but hy popular tumults and 
violence, which bring on far greater evils 
than thoſe they intend to remove, even 
a diſſolution 88 and all pub- 
lick order. But where men are actuated 
by the benevolent ſpirit of love, infuſed 
by Chriſt into all his true diſciples, theſe 
evils are check d in their firſt and weak 
beginnings. Light diſcontents are ſoon 
healed; errors and frailties are forgiven; 
the end of oppoſition is redreſs; the 
means em are legal; blick dif- 
ficulties e a reaſon to and 
confirm publick union. As much as bo 
family, in which ſuch a temper pr 
1 AG is more 9 than e 
w 


8 
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55 which is full of hatred and diſcord with- 
in itſelf, ſo much more proſperous, and 
more reſpectable, both to its friends and 
ſits enemies, is a ſtate which careſully 
eultivates theſe good diſp itions, and 
whoſe ſubjects are generally under their 
influence, than another in which th 

are ſuffered to decline and loſe their 
force: it is truly obſerved. by St. James, 

that where envying and firife is, there is $.un.ii.16. 
confufion and every evil work. How, in- 
deed, ſhould it be otherwiſe? For. the 
natural tendency of thoſe vices is to con- 
found all order, and open a wide door 
to all crimes. Envy ſeeks to pull down 
whatſoever is above it; and ſtrife is bent 
with ſo much eagerneſs on the defeating 
its adverſary, that it makes uſe of any 
means which may conduce to that pur- 
ſe; however repugnant to juſtice, to 
ae or to piety, without ſcruple or 
It is horrible to obſerve, in read- 
ing — — what foul 
enormities, what exceſſes of in juſtice and 


z Kings vin, 


1 6 1 
2gainft each other, as either of them be- 
came and had the power in 
their hands, There is 4 certain 


o ſermentation, in which the minds of 
men ſeem to loſe all their natural fweet- 
neſs, and i 


into a ſtate fo abhorrent from our na- 
ture, 


What 11 thy ſorvant a dog that he 
Should do this thing # was the ſaying of a 
man who afterwards did that thing, he 
would not then endure to hear mention- 
ed ; and this inconſiſtency is natural to 
the mind of man, When cool, it abomi- 
nates what, when heated, it ads, If 
many of thoſe who, in the reign of 
K, Charles the Firſt becamb.inftruments 


in deſtroying the church and fate, had 
been told at firſt ſetting out, that they 
would act ſuch a part, the anſwer 4 

CU eac 


* 
— ths bo ferks forks heees 
era a dig. ibis thing 
hurried them on beyond their own inten- 
tions, may be an excuſe for their guilt, 
or for that of others in like circumſtances, 
muſt be left to the . of the 2 
J 1 But examples 
3 men from 
approaches to that 9 of civil di 
cord, within the eddy of which, no man 
can ſteer with fafety ; but even the beſt 
may be inſenſibly drawn into a gulph, 
in which not only their quiet, but their 
virtue, may be ſhipwreck'd, It is a fa- 
mous ſentence of Solomon, that ths be- Prov, 911,14, 
ginning of Prife is as when one latteth out 
water, It may extend itſelf " the wiſe 
ſon of Birach obſerves) / the brook ben tele, aue, 
comer a river, and the river becomes a" 


ſea, 


But are we therefore to ſtigmatize a 
juſt and legal oppoſition, to tyranny of 
— as ihe beginning of rife P 

0,-»»God forbid, buch an hen, 
- 


— 


(1 3 
is (6 far from belng « erlimne; that it 
( 


would he a crime not to make it T hoe 
Hatte pere, who have poiſoned the minds 
of prinees of minifiers with ne notlons 
of this kind, have been themſelves, In 


ll N „ and «ll ages of the world, 
Ws de beg tue 5 


be, Buch boxe 
vils docrlnes miſled the vaſortungte 
Princes, whoſt murder we are now 16s 
menting, Into fone ads, which kindled 
up ſ great g Name In the nation, that it 
eowld not afterwards be Oxtingulhed % 
any conceſſions he made to his partia- 
ment; of any promiſes of amendment; 
though he offered all that could be offer» 
ed without deſtroying the monarchy, and. 
pulling down the whole fabrick of the 
eſtabliſhed church, To the preachers 
therefore of theſe abominable tenets, muſt 
in a great part be aſeribed that unhap» 
py eivil war, and all its ruinous conſe» 
quences, But very different from a juſt 
and legal oppoſition to illegal acts of pow- 
er, or wrong meaſures of government, is 
that turbulent, that outrageous, that ma- 


lignant, that implacable ſpirit of conten- 
| 58 tion, 


wt 

Won, against which Solomon Warns ug 
«nd by which, if the dams that rest ral 
It, ave ance broken, the moſt Aowrifhis 
countries may be lnflantly overwhelme 
and lald walls, To secure & kingdom 
ſvom the danger of Woh an lnundation, 
no laws are Tete + nothing san dg I 
effvaually, but an awiwl 0 AMrellg!. 
on; ande frm pep shall that the Arti 
and gest duty of foclety, is % 177 60 
(lid by prare AAA good ml, „ men This 
alone Is the cement Which gan keep 16» 
— an edifice, compoſed of the dif- 
Ferent and naturally difkordant materials, 
as the Britiſh conflirution, and 1 may 
add, the Britiſh empire, 


Let me then call upon you as men 
and Chriſtians, to think ſeriouſly an theſe 
things, and to why rem to your hearts 
and conſclences, Let me conjure you, 
by the duty and gratitude you owe to 
the beſt of Sovereigns, whole happineſs 
is bound up in that of his ſubjects ; and 
above all, 2 the obedience you owe to 
the law of God, as contained in the goſ- 
7 AY 


pel, 
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100 that farbaaring und another in love, 
* to live ary” in " 1 


„0 pen fy you 

bi md Tp your whale ſpirit 

4nd /Oul, lp 0 by proforved blamer 

left 4 the 27 of ow en, 1 Mr 
iu. JM it 7 


une 1 the wor 


